Karen Edwards

From: John Parry <dccparry@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2018 4:41 PM

To: Michael Behrendt; Karen Edwards

Subject: Letter to Planning Board Regarding Tree Trimming & Removal
Attachments: Utility Line Trimming.pdf

5 Denbow, Durham NH, 03824
July 24,2018

Dear Durham Planning Board:

| am writing concerning the proposed tree trimming and tree removal on Durham Point/Bay Road, Bennett Road, and
Packers Falls Road. | am writing as a resident of Durham, but | have worked for 40 years in forestry, the past 30 working
in urban forestry. | do not have experience in utility forestry, but am a Certified Arborist and Qualified in Tree Risk
Assessment.

| drove these roads a couple of times, but had a hard time finding many of the trees flagged for removal. | was able to
find only about 8 trees. The flagged trees | saw did seem like reasonable candidates for removal due to tree decline,
significant defects and undesirable species.

| am assuming that the tree trimming work proposed will use the same trimming methods that have been used on other
roads in Durham in recent years. | am most familiar with it in my neighborhood (around Denbow, Frost, Pinecrest,
Sunnyside, etc.) which was done 2 — 3 years ago. It could be that the practice has been improved since then, but | have
some concerns and questions about this method used.

| know Eversource has a tough job in maintaining the utility lines, and | appreciate their work. | agree that trimming is
needed periodically to maintain the lines and reduce power outages. However, based on what | see in my
neighborhood, | feel that this trimming method is too aggressive, and there needs to be a better balance between
maintaining good tree health and providing adequate clearance for the utility lines.

The newer, expanded approach seems to be to cut a large number of limbs in hopes of remaving the small number of
branches that may fail in the future. Cutting more and more limbs has a diminishing return and at some point it is doing
more harm than good - | think we are past that point. In the short term the trimming may reduce power outages, but
there are negatives to this approach that may increase tree problems for the Town in the long term.

To me, a few of the more important concerns/questions to answer are (see attached document/pictures for more
detail);

The approach removes too much foliage at one time, having a negative impact on tree growth & health.

It creates a large number of cuts and wounds which can lead to decay spots. Decay can spread over time {more
in some species than others) and lead to tree or branch failure later in life.

Many trees re-sprout prolifically after trimming - the sprouts are weakly attached, and are prone to failure as
they get larger.

The removal of many lower limbs changes the shape and balance of the tree crown, and can make some trees
more prone to damage in high winds.



The tree losses its natural shape, and many would say it looks unattractive and
un-natural.

| support the need for tree trimming on roads and along utility lines, but | feel the Town should consider a more
conservative approach (especially on Scenic Roads) that balances good tree health and utility line maintenance. One
option is to remove branches in a smaller area above and below utility lines. Outside of that box, remove only a limited
number of branches that have a high likelihood of failure. Branches that are more likely to fail have certain traits, that
can be identified, and certain tree species are more prone to branch failure. Well trained arborists can identity a large
percentage of tree branches that may ultimately fail, and they can focus on removing just those limbs.

This more conservative technique would reduce the amount of cutting done, the cost to the utility company, the impact
on the long-term tree health, and maintain the scenic value of our rural Roads.

Thanks for ydur consideration.

John Parry
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